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Characteristics of a university making an impact on regional economic
development

The characteristics of a university making an impact on regional economic development
are listed below and. They are designed to serve as a self-assessment tool that an
institution could use to evaluate its particular engagement in regional economic
development. Some of the listed traits relate to “cultural” aspects of public colleges and
universities. Some characteristics are focused on structural elements (e.g., existence of
specific positions, programs or offices to facilitate increased partnership with the external
community).  Yet other aspects would be associated with the interface between the
university and the community and be dependent on the level of understanding about the
important synergistic relationship between the local university and regional economic
development. An institution may be economically engaged without demonstrating all of
the characteristics listed below. Rather, an institution should use this document as a
checklist or guide to determine those appropriate strategies and actions that would
enhance its economic role and impact on its local, regional, and/or state community.

Institutional Leadership

Commitment to Ensuring that University Discoveries Benefit the Public




Develop an Innovation Economy

Educational Opportunities/Programs

Create a Supportive Culture




Openness and Accessibility




