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The European Research Area (ERA) 

Ʒ Idea of ERA 

ǒmore intensive cooperation between 

researchers working in Europe (synergies) 

ǒincreased mobility of researchers 

ǒenhanced network effects 

ǒgreater transnational competition 

 

ƷThe ERA should help maintain the 

productive diversity of national funding 

organizations. 
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What is the ERA? 



The European Research Area (ERA) 

EU Level 

ǒPolitical drive for an open market for 

researchers, integration, and 

coordination 

ǒLegal and policy framework 

Member State level 

ǒResponsible for competitiveness on 

national systems 

ǒRemoval of legal barriers in connection 

to cross-border exchange and 

recruitment of researchers 
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Levels, Responsibilities and Actors 



European Research Area (ERA) 

1. National Research Systems (capacity building, best 

practices, peer review, good scientific practice) 

2. Transnational Cooperation and Competition:  

1. Grand Challenges 

2. Research Infrastructure (ESFRI) 

3. Open Labor Market 

4. Gender Equality 

5. Open Circulation, Access to Knowledge: Digital ERA 
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What is current focus of ERA Policies? 

 



The European Research Area (ERA) 

Which countries provide the best conditions for research? 

Å Money: do I get more out of the EU programs than I 

invest in tax euros? 

Å Grants: can I attract the best researchers to come to my 

institutions? 

Å Statistics: How do I compare with my neighbors? 

(National Funding, Broadening Participation, Access to 

Infrastructure, OA and Data Policies, etc.)  
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ERA as Monitoring 



Example: European Research Council (ERC) 
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Monitoring: How good are your scientists? 
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Nationality of Principal Investigators (2007-2013)  
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Advanced Grants

Starting Grants / Consolidator Grants

Example: European Research Council (ERC) 
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Monitoring: How good are your institutions? 
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By Host Country (2007-2013) 



Example: European Research Council (ERC) 

Max Voegler, "ERA and the National Perspective" 

APLU CII/CRPGE Joint Meeting, UBerkeley, 14.7.2014 10 

Monitoring: How attractive is the ERA? 
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The National Context in ERA 

National research organizations (funders and 

performers) 

ǒprovide best conditions for excellent research 

ǒestablish and ensure standards for quality driven evaluation 

at all system levels 

ǒreinforce rules of ñGood Scientific Practiceò 

ǒprovide science-based program portfolios and research 

infrastructure 
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ERA and the Member States 



National Context in ERA 

Science Europe promotes the collective interests of the 

Research Funding and Research Performing Organizations 

of Europe.  

 

Å Current Policy Issues: Access to Research Data, Cross-

Border Collaboration, Gender and Other Diversity Issues, Open 

Access to Research Publications, Research Careers, Research 

Infrastructures, Research Integrity, Research Policy and 

Program Evaluation, Science in Society 

Å ERA Funding Policy (ĂEuropean Grant Unionñ): Money 

Follows Researcher, Money Follows Cooperation Line, Lead 

Agency 
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Science Europe 



National Context in ERA 

European Grant Union:  

Å Money Follows Researcher: allows researchers to take 

the remainder of a grant to another country 

Å Money Follows Cooperation Line: allows parts of a 

grant to fund researchers in another country 

Å Lead Agency: enables researchers to avoid ódouble 

jeopardyô in bilateral or multilateral co-operation through 

evaluation by a single Lead Agency 
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Science Europe 



National Context in ERA 

ERA-Nets are EU-funded networks of partner organizations 

(research performing or research funding) that aim to 

improve the coherence and coordination of research 

programs across Europe. 

Å Total of 102 Networks 

Å Thematic (Astronomy, Chemistry), Regional (Cooperation with 

Russia, China, U.S.) and Cross-cutting (Women in Science, 

Evaluation) 

Å NSF participates in several as associated member (ERA-Caps, 

ERA-SynBio) 

Å Special ERA-Net for U.S.: BILAT-USA 

(http://www.euussciencetechnology.eu/)  
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European Area Research Networks (ERA-Nets) 

http://www.euussciencetechnology.eu/


National Context in ERA 

ÅAlzheimer and other Neurodegenerative Diseases (JPND) 

ÅAgriculture, Food Security and Climate Change (FACCE) 

ÅA Healthy Diet for a Healthy Life 

ÅCultural Heritage and Global Change: A New Challenge for Europe 

ÅUrban Europe - Global Urban Challenges, Joint European Solutions 

ÅConnecting Climate Knowledge for Europe (CliK'EU)  

ÅMore Years, Better Lives - The Potential and Challenges of Demographic Change 

ÅAntimicrobial Resistance- The Microbial Challenge - An Emerging Threat to Human Health 

ÅWater Challenges for a Changing World 

ÅHealthy and Productive Seas and Oceans 
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Joint Programming Initiatives (JPIós) 

JPIôs represent a structured and strategic process whereby 

Member States agree on common visions and Strategic 

Research Agendas (SRA) to address major societal 

challenges. 

http://www.neurodegenerationresearch.eu/
http://www.faccejpi.com/
https://www.healthydietforhealthylife.eu/
http://www.jpi-culturalheritage.eu/
http://www.jpi-urbaneurope.eu/
http://www.jpi-urbaneurope.eu/
http://www.jpi-urbaneurope.eu/
http://www.jpi-urbaneurope.eu/
http://www.jpi-climate.eu/
http://www.jp-demographic.eu/
http://www.jp-demographic.eu/
http://www.jp-demographic.eu/
http://www.jp-demographic.eu/
http://www.jpiamr.eu/
http://www.jpiamr.eu/
http://www.jpiamr.eu/
http://www.jpiamr.eu/
http://www.jpiamr.eu/
http://www.jpiamr.eu/
http://www.jpiamr.eu/
http://www.waterjpi.eu/water-jpi/
http://www.jpi-oceans.eu/


National Context in ERA 

Example of Brain Research 

 

ǒJPI: Joint Programming Initiative on Neurodegenerative 

Diseases (JPND) 

ǒERA-NET: NEURON, NEURON2 

ǒEU Human Brain Project 

ǒNational Level (Germany): EXC 171 (ĂNanoscale 

Microscopyñ), SPP 1665 (ĂNeuronal Networksñ), GSC 228 

(ĂNeuroscience, Biophysics, Molecular Biosciencesñ), SFB 936 

(ĂMulti-Site Communication in the Brainñ), and moreé 

ǒFormal and informal Links to US BRAIN Initiative, 

NSF/NIH/European Call in Computation Neuroscience, etc. 
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Overlapping / complementary funding mechanisms 


