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ÁThe Vice President/Vice Chancellor/Vice 
Provost for Research (hereafter VPR) is 
ÁA key (though perhaps not well understood) 

position in public and private research universities 

ÁStructured and deployed in a wide variety of 
ways with a wide variety of responsibilities 

ÁFacing many new challenges owing to 
problematic budgets, compliance requirements, 
and dramatic changes in the higher education 
landscape 

 



Á No comprehensive survey had been conducted of 
VPRs/VCRs to understand 

ÁAdministrative structures utilized and their strengths and 
weaknesses 

ÁCharacteristics and experiences of individuals holding the 
position 

ÁCurrent roles and responsibilities of the position 

ÁNew and emerging challenges, and skills needed to meet them 

ÁStrategies for effectively preparing the next generation, 
including possible roles for CRPGE and other APLU 
organizations 

Á Article on survey results has been submitted  to the peer 
reviewed Review of Higher Education  

 



ÁYour Institution (6) 
ÁYou (5) 
ÁYour Professional Experience (8) 
ÁThe Structure of your Current Position (19) 
ÁTraining (5) 
ÁCurrent State of the VPR/VCR Position (18) 
ÁSuccession Planning (3) 
ÁResponse rate = 50% 
ÁĄ Many more results and analyses than we 

have time to show today!! 



Á84% from Research Universities 

Á51% Very high research activity (Now Highest 
Research/R1) 

Á33% High research activity 

 
Á97% from public universities 

 
Á41% from land grant universities 

 
 
 



White 

Black or African American 

Asian 

Prefer not to Disclose 

Female 

Male 

Prefer not to Disclose 



Discipline of Degree 
25% Engineering 
 
24% Biomedical and 
Biomedical Sciences 
 
22% Physical Sciences 
 
5% Social Sciences 
 
5% Psychology 
 
5% Agriculture and 
related sciences 

10 yrs ago 

30 yrs ago 40 yrs ago 

Mean: 1983 

Std. Dev.: 7 

N: 79 

20 yrs ago 





President/Chancellor 

Vice President for 

Academic Affairs/Provost 

Vice Chancellor for 

Research 

Other  

Graduate Dean 



Mean: 10.2 

Median: 8 

Std. Dev.: 10.0 

N: 78 

Number reporting directly to VPR 



76% 78% 80% 82% 84% 86% 88% 90% 92% 94% 96% 98%

Patenting/licensing

Research Center/Campus

External Funding

Inst. Animal Care & Use (IACUC)

Research development

Sponsored programs, pre-award
services

Institutional Review Board



Á34% have purview over Health 
Campus/Organization 
 
Á24% have purview over Veterinary Medicine 

Campus/Organization 
 
Á57% have responsibility for a 501(c)3 non-

profit research organization 



Á63% have budget linked to indirect cost recovery 

 






