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September 13, 2022 
 
The Honorable Gregory Meeks  
Chairman  
House Committee on Foreign Affairs   
U.S. House of Representatives  
Washington, D.C. 20515  
 

The Honorable Michael McCaul  
Ranking Member  
House Committee on Foreign Affairs   
U.S. House of Representatives  
Washington, D.C. 20515  

 Dear Chairman Meeks and Ranking Member McCaul:   
  
As president of the Association of Public and Land-grant Universities (APLU), I write to express support for the 
Global Food Security Reauthorization Act of 2022, H.R. 8446, in advance of this week’s committee markup. 
 
APLU is a research, policy, and advocacy organization dedicated to strengthening and advancing the work of 
public universities. With a membership of more than 250 public research universities, land-grant institutions, 
state university systems, and affiliated organizations, APLU's agenda is built on the three pillars of increasing 
degree completion and academic success, advancing scientific research, and expanding engagement. Annually, 
our U.S. member campuses enroll 4.2 million undergraduates and 1.2 million graduate students, award 1.2 
million degrees, employ 1.1 million faculty and staff, and conduct $48.7 billion in university-based research. 
 
APLU appreciates the legislation would reauthorize and build on our nation’s much-needed strategy to combat 
global food insecurity. We particularly appreciate the legislation will continue to harness the unique capacities 
of public research universities to solve some of the world’s most vexing food system challenges through 
groundbreaking agricultural research. For example, the bill supports the Feed the Future Innovation Labs’ work 
with developing country institutions to build collaborative research partnerships and advance technical training 
within the global food, agricultural, and nutrition sectors. Currently, the 21 Feed the Future Innovation Labs (ILs) 
work in more than 30 countries, connect with 78 top U.S. universities, and collaborate with 400 partner-country 
research and educational institutions. The ILs are repositories of global agricultural and food system expertise 
with technical skills and resources to develop innovations to address hunger, malnutrition, and climate change 
as well as provide early warnings about pests and diseases, food safety, and market issues.   
     
Thank you for your support of agriculture, food, and nutrition research that drives agricultural-led economic 
growth here at home and abroad.  
   
Sincerely,   

 
  
Dr. Mark Becker 
President 
APLU 


