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Program Recruitment and Retention (PR2)  
Conference Working Group Report 

Julie McNamara, California State University (CSU) East Bay, julie.mcnamara@csueastbay.edu  
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The Program Recruitment and Retention (PR2) Research Action Cluster (RAC) convened on June 24 for the 

first of three working sessions during the MTE-Partnership annual convening. The goal of the RAC was to devise a 
plan of action to enact a series of Plan-Do-Study-Act (PDSA) cycles based on the driver diagram adopted at the 
2017 MTE-Partnership Conference (see Figure 1). Collectively, the group reaffirmed our commitment to 
understand program recruitment and program retention, and again grappled with the need for attending to issues 
of diversity, equity, and social justice front and center.   

 

 
Figure 1. PR2 driver diagram. 
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The RAC members agreed that collecting data regarding what has drawn our students to our programs, 
and possibly what causes them to leave, needs to be the first PDSA cycle. Therefore, we drafted the Teacher 
Interest Survey. The survey will be given to students at the beginning of our programs, either in general education 
courses or methods courses for undergraduate programs or the first course of the credential program for post-
baccalaureate and alternate route programs. Each institution my slightly alter the structure of the questions to 
match the demographics of their program. For instance, race/ethnicity varies largely across the institutions so 
there may be slight variances in the selection options. Institutional Review Board approval is being investigated to 
ensure the results may be aggregated and analyzed. 

As the RAC worked together, it became apparent there is large variance in the programs. To begin to 
understand the importance of these variances on recruitment and retention of candidates, general programmatic 
information was collected. The RAC will use this information to further study the results of the Teacher Survey, 
specifically looking for trends in similar programs. 
 

 
 
Table 1  
Present at the MTE-Partnership 2018 Conference 

Diane Barrett, University of Hawai'i Hilo 
Dana Franz, Mississippi State University 

Sally Millsap, Middle Tennessee State University 
Jeffrey Pair, California State University Long Beach 

Maria Fernandez, Florida International University Cheryl Roddick, San Jose State University  
Seth Jones, Middle Tennessee State University Jan Smith, Boise State University 
Jim McKown, University of Hawai'i Mānoa 
Julie McNamara, California State University East Bay  

Mike Steele, University of Wisconsin – Milwaukee 
(Reactant) 
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