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Starting with several takeaways

1. Relatively small monetary investments 
can produce big dividends, especially in 
the arts and humanities.

2. Growing (or building upon) a culture of 
collaboration is a worthwhile end in itself.

3. Think big and aim high—beyond the 
individual institution.

4. Faculty members (in many instances) 
want excitement and inspiration more 
than almost anything else.

5. We are constantly modeling behavior and 
providing opportunities for our students.



The Center for Environmental Arts and Humanities
University of Nevada, Reno
1995-2002…

May 2008 meeting with Trish Thomas, executive editor
of Humanities Journals, Oxford University Press 

Leading journal in ecocriticism, more
than 70 issues published since 1995—1000+ 
scholarly articles published, 5000+ submissions 
… resulting, in part, from a VPR’s largesse



Semester in the Wild
University of Idaho, Taylor Wilderness Research Station
Frank Church River of No Return Wilderness, central 

Idaho
2013-present

• Modeling interdisciplinary 
thinking/collaboration for students.

• Creating experimental teaching opportunities 
for faculty members.

• Inspiring research and writing projects.

• Colleagues willing to participate in teaching 
activities merely for the opportunity to spend 
time in “the Serengeti of North America,” share 
knowledge with enthusiastic students, and 
learn from each other.

• An opportunity for the University of Idaho to 
raise its profile with a signature program.



Environmental writing meshes with every other discipline—the 
team-teaching possibilities are endless

Students preparing for a debate on structures in the
wilderness, mixing rhetorical analysis and public policy

Ethnobotanist leading a session on local plants and
descriptive writing



Students inspired to learn and take risks … if the professors do 
the same thing

A student learns about native grasses from ethnobotanist
Jim Kingery

A visiting student from Texas makes her case about
structures in the wilderness during a cross-disciplinary 
debate



University-led cross-disciplinary seed grants:  
The Vandal Ideas Project (VIP)

“Visualizing Science,” involving two directors, eight artists, seven 
scientists and engineers, and one writer



A spectacularly energizing project for 
participating faculty members, which 
could easily become a campus-wide 
phenomenon—there is a hunger for 
collaboration and fresh inspiration

The teams included
• A biomechanical scientist and a sculptor
• A molecular biologist and a virtual design 

specialist
• A computational biologist and a painter
• A fire scientist and an installation artist
• An entomologist, a painter, and a graphic 

artist
• A mathematician and a printmaker
• A biological engineer and a sculptor
• …and a writer to tell the story



From informal coffee conversation to space in the 
Integrated Research and Innovation Center—
seeding community and collaborations 

The IRIC Building, University of Idaho Confluence Lab meetings are live-streamed—this is my
screenshot of the inaugural meeting in January 2019



Again, my key takeaways

1. Relatively small monetary investments 
can produce big dividends, especially in 
the arts and humanities.

2. Growing (or building upon) a culture of 
collaboration is a worthwhile end in itself.

3. Think big and aim high—beyond the 
individual institution.

4. Faculty members (in many instances) 
want excitement and inspiration more 
than almost anything else.

5. We are constantly modeling behavior and 
providing opportunities for our students.

One of my ”classrooms” at Taylor Wilderness Research Station:
”experiential wilderness field studies”
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