@ongress of the United States
Waslington, DE 20515

March 12, 2020

The Honorable Rosa DeLauro The Honorable Tom Cole

Chairwoman Ranking Member

Subcommittee on Labor, Health and Subcommittee on Labor, Health and
Human Services, Education, and Related Human Services, Education, and Related
Agencies Agencies

Committee on Appropriations Committee on Appropriations

United States House of Representatives United States House of Representatives

2358-B Rayburn House Office Building 2358-B Rayburn House Office Building

Washington, DC 20515 Washington, DC 20515

Dear Chairwoman DeLauro and Ranking Member Cole:

As you work to develop the Fiscal Year 2021 (FY21) Labor, Health and Human Services,
and Education Appropriations bill, we request your continued support for the Campus-Based
Student Financial Aid Programs in Title IV of the Higher Education Act. The Supplemental
Educational Opportunity Grant (SEOG), Federal Work Study (FWS), and Perkins Loans
programs work together with Pell Grants and Direct Student Loans to provide a manageable
balance of grants, loans and work to ensure students from all backgrounds can pursue a
rewarding academic path.

To support the continued success of our nation’s students and bring funding for campus-
based aid to inflation adjusted pre-sequester funding levels, we respectfully request that the
SEOG program be funded at $1.052 billion, and that the FWS program be funded at $1.467
billion. These programs are an important means to supporting low-income students finance
their degrees and these funding levels send a strong message that we are committed to their
academic success. We further ask that the Perkins Loan program be reauthorized and
maintain its funding so that its structure can be fully considered during the reauthorization of
the Higher Education Act.
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Higher education provides immeasurable value to students and is one of the best investments
a society can make. Yet, during tough budget times, the campus-based aid programs are
looked upon as “duplicative™ and routinely targeted for cuts given their relatively small size
compared to the Pell Grant program. We urge you to prioritize strong funding for these
critical programs and protect them from harmful cuts.

SEOG provides up to $4,000 in grants to low- and middle-income students and funds
programs that help at-risk students get into and stay in college. Providing low-income
students with grant aid, rather than only providing loans, helps keep them in school and
focused on reaching their full potential. With similar long-term benefits, FWS provides a
wide variety of job opportunities on campus for students to work to cover part of their
tuition. Having a part-time job on campus is a proven method of keeping low-income
students engaged in their campus community, while completing their degree on time, a
fundamental goal of federal student aid.

Campus-based aid programs are the original federal partnerships in higher education. They
were created as an incentive for institutions to partner with the federal government to support
qualified low-income students attending college. Furthermore, the program requires that
schools provide a 25 percent minimum match, ensuring they have a financial incentive to
promote student success. Many institutions go above and beyond the requirement, especially
in grant aid. We must continue to support our institutions and the students they serve.

Thank you for considering this important request and for your continued leadership in
supporting federal student aid programs that help millions of students nationwide realize

higher education.

Sincerely,
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OSFPH D. MORELLE " JOHN KATKO
Member of Congress Member of Congress
PETER T™KING KATHLEEN M. RICE

Member of Congress Member of Congress
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PETER A. DRFAZIO D "DAVIS
Member of Congress Member of Congress
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Member of Congress Member of Congress
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ADAM SMITH Y MCNERNEY
Member of Congress Member of Congress
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YCE BEATTY LINDA T. SANCHEZ
Member of Congress Member of Congress
SUZAN DELBENE JOE COURTNEY |
Member of Congress Member of Congress
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MARCIA L. E BILL FOSTER
Member of Congress Member of Congress
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\__JEMNIFER WEXTON

Member of Congress
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SALUD O. CARBAJAL
Member of Congress
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RON KIND
Member of Congress

' JL M. GRI
Member of Cong

SUSAN WILD
Member of Congress
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ADRIANO ESPAILLAT
Member of Congress

STEVE COHEN
Member of Congress
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DONNA E. SHALALA
Member of Congress

JAHANA HA% 3

Member of Congress
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" PRAMILA JAYAPAL
Member of Congress
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MAX ROSE
Member of Congress
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JENNIFFER GONZALEZ-
COLON
Member of Congress

Member of Congress
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DIANA éEGETTE

Member of Congress
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DONALD M. PAYNE, JR.

Member of Congress
" HALEY M. STEVENS ' ANDY LEVN
Member of Congress Member {f Congress
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Member of Congress Member of Congress
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“~" CINDY AXNE ERIC SWALWELL
Member of Congress Member of Congress
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JAMES P. MCGOVERN (_A8EAN CASTEN
Member of Congress Member of Congress
aaARK DESAULNIER ANTONIO DELGADO
Member of Congress
RUBEN GRELEGO DAVE LOEBSACK |

Member of Congress Member of Congress
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! MARK TAKANO
Member of Congress
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DANIEL T. KILDEE
Member of Congress
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SUSIE LEE
Member of Congress
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AYANNA PRESSLEY
Member of Congress
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ANTHONY G. BROWN
Member of Congress

Member of Congress
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PAUL D. TONKO
Member of Congress
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DEBBIE MUCARSEL-
POWELL
Member of Congress
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RO KHANNA
Member of Congress

" ELATNE G. LURIA
Member of Congress
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SETH MOULTON
Member of Congress
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ember of Congress
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ember of Congress
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ELIOT L. ENGEL BARBARA LEE
Member of Congress Member of Congress
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I BENNIE G. THOMPSON
Member of Congress
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GREGORIO KILILI WILLIAM R. KE
CAMACHO SABLAN Member of Co
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DORIS MATSUI ALBIO STRES -
Member of Congress Member of Congress

STEPHEN F. LY§ACH
Member of Congress
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RROLD_NZELER
Member of Congress

AMI BERA, M.D. ~ STEPHANIE MURPHY
Member of Congress Member of Congress
ILHAN OMAR STEVEN HORSFORD”

Member of Congress Member of Congress
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BRIAN HIGGINS FREDERICA S. WILSON
Member of Congress Member of Congress

ALMA S. ADAMS, Ph.D.

Member of Congress Member of Congress
EDDIE C ! ADAM KINZINGER
Member of Congress Member of Congress
SHARICE L. DAVIDS ELISSA SLOTKIN
Member of Congress Member of Congress

% uawving

ABIGAIL D. SPANBERGER
Member of Congress
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ED PERMUTTER
Member of Congress
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CONOR LAMB DAVID TRONE
Member of Congress Member of Congress
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CEDRIC L. RICHMOND "THOMAS R. SUOZZI
Member of Congress Member of Congress
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MADELEINE DEAN
Member of Congress Member 8f Congress
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DEBBIE DINGELL ALEXANDRIA OCASIO-"
Member of Congress CORTEZ

Member of Congress
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TERRI A. SEWELL M. VEL!-‘«Z(-Q_U
Member of Congress Member of Congress
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MICHAEL F.Q. SAN

NICOLAS
Member of Congress
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ANTHONY BRINDISI TONA CARDENAS—
Member of Congress Merfber of Congress
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YN B. MAILONEY HAKEEMI JEFFRIES
Member of Congress Member of Congress

ROBIN L. KELLY (J
Member of Congress
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FRANK PALLONEJR.
Member of Congress

ANDRE CARSON
Member of Congress
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DEAN PHILLIPS
Member of Congress

—  ANNA G. ESHOO
Member of Congress
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GILBERT R. CISNEROS, JR.
Member of Congress

SUSAN A. DAVIS
Member of Congress

DANIEL W. IMPINSKI
Member of Congress
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EARL BLUMENAUER
Member of Congress

JOSH HARDER
Member of Congress



