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advocates of arts and humanities

former Cornell University president David Skorton:

“our nation’s future may depend on our creativity and our 
ability to understand and appreciate the cultures around the 
world as much as on our proficiency in reading and math.”

see the value of integrating art/humanities and sciences



A
Steve Jobs, in 2010, while introducing the iPad:

“It’s in Apple’s DNA that technology 
alone is not enough. It’s technology 
married with liberal arts, married with 
the humanities, that yields the results 
that make our hearts sing.”

Einstein stressed the importance of the creative 
mind, once saying, 

“I’m enough of an artist to draw freely 
on my imagination, which I think is 
more important than knowledge. 
Knowledge is limited. Imagination 
encircles the world.”

it’s not STEM vs. STEAM—it’s about making every student a fully-literate 21st-century citizen.



Companies and organizations that want to stay globally competitive realize they need employees who are multi-
disciplinary, creative thinkers able collaborate with other team members. Those qualities are at the 
heart of staging a play or performing in a jazz quartet.



Using design thinking and ideation methodologies to 
understand and diversify thought processes, in creative 
problem solving. 





Design thinking is the methodology we use for creative problem solving—it’s a roadmap for routine innovation. It relies on the natural—and 
coachable—human ability to be intuitive, to recognize patterns, and to construct ideas that are emotionally meaningful as well as functional. It’s 
a process you can apply and hold onto in the face of a daunting challenge. 

http://ideou.us11.list-manage.com/track/click?u=f40a7e1988bbe38f8334dff3a&id=af66efc1f0&e=1dbbcaf8b1


‘RIGHT’ 

Presented Problem
In refugee settings like Darfur, women and girls are made more 
vulnerable to sexual violence because of the almost daily need to leave 
camps in search of firewood.

Define setting
Firewood is located 
outside camps

Roads are dangerous

Find the root cause
Why do they make so many trips to 
gather firewood?

Inefficient stoves

Determine 
user needs
Refugees need fire 
resources

Add safety 
patrols

Increase fuel 
efficiency

Find alternative 
fuels





Differences in how we approach our work
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