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AGENDA 

 

COMMITTEE ON LEGISLATION AND POLICY 

BOARD ON AGRFICULTURE ASSEMBLY 

3:00 – 4:00 p.m. (EDT) 

August 20, 2020  

 ++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++  
CALL IN INSTRUCTIONS  

Topic: BAA Committee on Legislation and Policy Zoom Conference  

Time: Aug 20, 2020 03:00 PM Eastern Time (US and Canada) 

Join Zoom Meeting:  https://zoom.us/j/96741063023  

Meeting ID: 967 4106 3023  

One tap mobile 

+13126266799,,96741063023# US (Chicago)  

+19294362866,,96741063023# US (New York)  

Dial by your location:  

+1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago)  

+1 929 436 2866 US (New York) 

+1 301 715 8592 US (Germantown)  

+1 346 248 7799 US (Houston)  

+1 669 900 6833 US (San Jose) 

+1 253 215 8782 US (Tacoma)  

888 788 0099 US Toll-free  

877 853 5247 US Toll-free  

Meeting ID: 967 4106 3023  

Find your local number: https://zoom.us/u/ad0WxAX89M 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++  

I.  Call to Order (Stewart)  

II.  Roll Call (Gouge)  

III.  Approval of the Minutes (May 14, 2020) 

IV.   Responses to Chairman’s Questions (Stewart)  

V.  Farm Worker Safety Bill – Hagedorn/Cuellar (Hubert)  

VI.  Proposed 1890 Commemorative Resolution (Hubert)  

VII.  Other Business  

VIII.  Adjourn 

 

 

https://zoom.us/j/96741063023
https://zoom.us/u/ad0WxAX89M
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Call to Order and Roll Call  

 

CLP Chairman Marshall Stewart called the meeting to order and asked Eddie Gouge to call the roll. 

The following participated in the conference call:   

 

Marshall Stewart (Chair), University of Missouri 

Josef M. Broder (APS), The University of Georgia 

A. Richard Bonanno (CES), North Carolina State University 

J. Ernest Minton (ESS), Kansas State University 

Sundararam Gunnsekaram (IAS), University of Wisconsin – Madison 

Vernon L. Jones (1890 Research), Langston University 

Mark Latimore, Jr. (1890 Extension & BAA Policy Board of Directors), Fort Valley State University 

Lee S. Yudin (Insular/Territories), University of Guam 

Patrese Atine, (1994 Institutions), American Indian Higher Education Consortium 

John L. Phillips (1994 Institutions), American Indian Higher Education Consortium 

Tony L. Brannon (APLU Non-Land-Grant Institutions), Murray State University 

Laura F. Stephenson (Board on Human Sciences), University of Kentucky 

Jo Britt-Rankin (Board on Human Sciences), University of Missouri 

W. Dale Greene (Forestry Resources), The University of Georgia 

Jake Tibbitts (CARET), Nevada 

John A. Latini (APLU Council on Governmental Affairs), The Pennsylvania State University 

Douglas L. Steele, APLU 

Eddie G. Gouge, APLU 

Caroline E. Crocoll, APLU 

Wendy Fink, APLU 

Caron Gala, APLU 

Florencia Drumwright, APLU 

Alton Thompson, Association of 1890 Research Directors 

Albert E. Essel, Association of 1890 Extension Administrators 

Richard C. Rhodes, III, NERA 

Bret W. Hess, WAAESD 

Eric Young, SAAESD 

Jeff S. Jacobsen, NCRA 

Ronald A. Brown, ASRED 

Lyla Houglum, WEDA 

Robin Shepard, NCCEA 

Ali Mitchell, NEED 

Kevin Cain (Veterinary Medicine), Association of American Veterinary Medical Colleges 

Vernie Hubert, Cornerstone Government Affairs 

Hunt Shipman, Cornerstone Government Affairs 

Jim Richards, Cornerstone Government Affairs 

Maggie Earle, Cornerstone Government Affairs 

 

The following committee members/staff were unable to participate in the meeting: Carolyn J. 

Henry (Veterinary Medicine), University of Missouri-Columbia; Craig A. Beyrouty, (BAA Com-

mittee on Budget and Advocacy Committee), University of Maryland, College Park; and, C. Randall 

Nuckolls (Forestry), The University of Georgia. 
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Agenda 

 

The agenda, as distributed, was approved.  

Minutes 

 

The minutes, as distributed, were approved. The motion was made by Vernon Jones and seconded by 

Rich Bonanno. 

 

Review of the Responses to the CLP Chairman’s Three Questions 

 

Chairman Stewart reviewed and summarized the responses to the three questions submitted to the 

CLP and asked for discussion. The summary is as follows: 

 

1. What one or two areas of the current Farm Bill is of most concern or challenge for you 
and/or your constituency? 

• SNAP-Ed funding with competing organizations 

• combining funding for scholars, fellowships, and challenge grants 

• increasing agricultural funding at all levels 

• eliminating the match for the Specialty Crops Research Initiative (SCRI) 

• expanding rural development by more emphasis in the Farm Bill and other 

opportunities 

• expanding all youth development (e.g. rural and urban) with more emphasis in the 

Farm Bill and other vehicles 

• increasing capacity funding 

• increasing funding for infrastructure of agricultural facilities (both land-grant institu-

tions and non-land-grant universities) 

o bricks and mortar 

o deferred maintenance 

o technology 

• allocating funding for international agricultural cooperation 

 

2. Where do you see the single greatest opportunity for the Board on Agriculture Assembly 
and affiliated entities to advance the teaching, research, and Extension missions in the 
next Farm Bill? 

• human development connected to food, agriculture, health, the environment, and 

workforce development 

• underserved populations 

• broadband 

• distance learning capacity (virtual learning) and infrastructure 

• research infrastructure 

o bricks and mortar 

o deferred maintenance 

• natural resources and sustainability 

o water management 

o soil health 
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• opportunities for teaching and research through the Agriculture and Food Research 

Initiative (AFRI) 

• 1890 scholarships and Centers of Excellence 

• farm stress and mental health 

• coordination to align the positions taken by the APLU Board on Agriculture 

Assembly and the Association of Public and Land-grant Universities (APLU) 

• the creation of a Center for International Agriculture within the National Institute of 

Food and Agriculture (NIFA) 

• impacts of the new educational delivery models on health as well as the rural health 

delivery systems  

• focus on health beyond nutrition 

• enabling language to facilitate the need to address rapid and emerging issues (i.e. the 

current pandemic) 

 

3. What suggestion(s) do you have for strengthening the involvement of our stakeholders in 
advocacy on legislative priorities? 

• conduct stakeholder listening sessions 

• maintain consistent messaging (what is said and how it is said) 

• focus on community needs (e.g. broadband and rural development) 

• develop and maintain partnerships within the agricultural industry 

• involve commodity organizations 

• take advantage of existing opportunities (e.g. CARET, 4-H, and PILD) 

• facilitate training for all stakeholders (internal and external) to advocate for the 

priorities of the BAA 

o secure a consistent message from our stakeholders 

• focus on making programmatic changes to existing programs to make them more 

useful and effective (i.e. the SCRI where language needs to be changed to fix the 

matching requirement) rather than a focus needing more money (the BAA’s Budget 

and Advocacy Committee can focus on the need for more funding) 

 

Update from Cornerstone Government Affairs 

 

Vernie Hubert reported that the attached resolution commemorating the 130th anniversary of the 

1890 land-grant institutions had not been introduced yet. Several Members of Congress – Rep. Alma 

Adams (D-NC-12), Rep. Marcia L. Fudge (D-OH-11), and Rep. Frank D. Lucas (R-OK-3) – are 

working on it and this is the latest version. This version is less specific than previous versions and 

has a broader commitment to working together for greater funding for the 1890s. 

 

Vernon Jones thanked Vernie Hubert for working on this measure that highlights the accomplish-

ments of the 1890 institutions. 

 

Chairman Stewart asked if anyone saw any issues related to this proposed legislation to let Vernie 

Hubert know as soon as possible. Otherwise, the CLP supports this legislation. 

 

 

 

https://www.aplu.org/members/commissions/food-environment-and-renewable-resources/board-on-agriculture-assembly/policy-board-of-directors/committee-on-legislation-and-policy/resolution_1890_130anniversary.pdf


5 
 

Farm and Agriculture Workers Safety Education Act (FAWSEA) 

 

Vernie Hubert reported that there is a bipartisan effort underway by Rep. Jim Hagedorn (R-MN-1) 

and Mike Quigley (D-IL-5) to provide for the dissemination of information and training on best 

practices used to respond to the COVID-19 pandemic and for other purposes. The impetus for the 

draft bill is the need for better coordination and structure in the farmworker training program in the 

Rural Development Act of 1972. These members of Congress want to broaden the intent of the 

legislation in order to get information and training to farm and agricultural workers – not just the 

traditional workers. The draft legislation broadens the definition of who receives the information and 

training. In line #7, the broaden the language to include “other health and safety guidelines” (they 

were specifically thinking of COVID-19 and future issues. Even though they provide $50 million per 

year, they did not want to step on any other interests in this free-standing approach to deal with 

COVID-19 and other issues from Fiscal Year 2021 through Fiscal Year 2026. 

 

Hubert indicated that, at this point in time, he was looking for input, suggestions, and refinements on 

this legislation. Bret Hess asked if there was any possibility of adding research to the measure 

especially in regard to COVID-19. Caroline Crocoll offered to have a conversation with Vernie 

about this topic.  

 

Chairman Stewart requested that any additional thoughts be forwarded to Vernie Hubert. 

 

The Chairman indicated that he would like to have a “skeleton” draft by the CLP’s next meeting. 

 

Other Business 

 

The next meeting of the CLP will occur in conjunction with the APLU Annual Meeting. The APLU 

staff is in the process now of establishing meeting dates/times for the various groups and Eddie 

Gouge will get a message out to the CLP as soon as our meeting date/time has been secured. 

 

If anyone has other ideas in the future, please let Chairman Stewart and Eddie Gouge know. 

 

Adjournment 

 

Chairman Stewart adjourned the meeting at 5:04 p.m. (EDT). 

 

 

 

https://www.aplu.org/members/commissions/food-environment-and-renewable-resources/board-on-agriculture-assembly/policy-board-of-directors/committee-on-legislation-and-policy/fawsea_draft_text.pdf

