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AGENDA 
 

COMMITTEE ON LEGISLATION AND POLICY 
BOARD ON AGRICULTURE ASSEMBLY 

 
4:00-5:00 p.m. (EDT) 

May 14, 2020 
 
 
 
 

1. Welcome                                                                                             Stewart 
2. Roll Call/Introductions for Committee Members                               Gouge/All 
3. Update on Current Issues and Topics                                                 Steele 
4. APLU, BAA, CLP – How it fits together                                           Steele 
5. History, Background, and Overview of CLP                                      Hubert  

a. Preparing for the next Farm Bill 
b. Timeline 
c. Roll of Cornerstone 

6. Early Issues and Thoughts from the CLP                                           All  
a. Opportunities to Consider 

7. Next Steps                                                                                           Stewart  
a. Gathering Input 
b. Summer Conference Call                
c. Fall CLP Meeting at APLU                                                     Gouge 

8. Other 
9. Adjourn 
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Call to Order and Roll Call  
 
CLP Chairman Marshall Stewart called the meeting to order and asked Eddie Gouge to call the roll. 
The following participated in the conference call:   
 
Marshall Stewart (Chair), University of Missour 
Josef M. Broder (APS), The University of Georgia 
A. Richard Bonanno (CES), North Carolina State University 
J. Ernest Minton (ESS), Kansas State University 
Sundararam Gunnsekaram (IAS), University of Wisconsin – Madison 
Vernon L. Jones (1890 Research), Langston University 
Lee S. Yudin (Insular/Territories), University of Guam 
Patrese Atine, (1994 Institutions), American Indian Higher Education Consortium 
John L. Phillips (1994 Institutions), American Indian Higher Education Consortium 
Tony L. Brannon (APLU Non-Land-Grant Institutions), Murray State University 
Laura F. Stephenson (Board on Human Sciences), University of Kentucky 
Jo Britt-Rankin (Board on Human Sciences), University of Missouri 
W. Dale Greene (Forestry Resources), The University of Georgia 
Jake Tibbitts (CARET), Nevada 
John A. Latini (APLU Council on Governmental Affairs), The Pennsylvania State University 
Douglas L. Steele, APLU 
Eddie G. Gouge, APLU 
Richard M. Klemme, APLU 
Wendy Fink, APLU 
Caron Gala, APLU 
Florencia Drumwright, APLU 
Alton Thompson, Association of 1890 Research Directors 
Albert E. Essel, Association of 1890 Extension Administrators 
Bret W. Hess, WAAESD 
Eric Young, SAAESD 
Jeff S. Jacobsen, NCRA 
Ronald A. Brown, ASRED 
Lyla Houglum, WEDA 
Robin Shepard, NCCEA 
Ali Mitchell, NEED 
Kevin Cain (Veterinary Medicine), Association of American Veterinary Medical Colleges 
Vernie Hubert, Cornerstone Government Affairs 
Maggie Earle, Cornerstone Government Affairs 

The following committee members/staff were unable to participate in the meeting: Mark Latimore, 
Jr. (1890 Extension and BAA Policy Board of Directors), Fort Valley State University; Carolyn J. 
Henry (Veterinary Medicine), University of Missouri-Columbia; Craig A. Beyrouty, (BAA Com-
mittee on Budget and Advocacy Committee), University of Maryland, College Park; C. Randall 
Nuckolls (Forestry), The University of Georgia; Richard C. Rhodes, III, NERA; Hunt Shipman, 
Cornerstone Government Affairs; and, Jim Richards, Cornerstone Government Affairs. 
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Welcome 

Chairman Stewart welcomed and thanked everyone for taking time out of their busy schedules to 
participate in the CLP call. 

Agenda 
 
The agenda, as distributed, was approved.  

Update on Current Issues and Topics 
 
Doug Steele indicated that the CLP was off to a great start under the leadership of Chairman Stewart 
and looked forward to working with the group as we move forward. He also made the following 
remarks: 
 

• the APLU staff, like most everyone else, is in a transition period due to the COVID-19 
pandemic and are working from home and adapting to using new technologies to do their 
work 

• APLU is reviewing the options for the upcoming Annual Meeting in November and looking 
at the various options in regard to whether or not it will be a face-to-face meeting 

• the Joint COPs Meeting scheduled for July 2020 has been converted into a virtual meeting 
• APLU has been working on the sign-on letter related to additional funding for the two pro-

posals from Cooperative Extension ($80 million to respond to COVID-19) and the Experi-
ment Station Section ($300 million for infrastructure as part of the COVID-19 economic 
recovery) 

• the Communications and Marketing Committee has identified a firm, Forbes Sleet, to work 
in partnership with the BAA on their marketing effort 

• the APLU BAA will conduct a national webinar at 4:00 p.m. on Wednesday, May 20, 2020 
and all are encouraged to participate in this event; if you did not receive the e-invite for the 
BAA National Webinar, please e-mail Suzette Robinson at srobinson@aplu.org and she will 
forward it to you. 

 
History, Background, and Overview of the CLP 
 
Vernie Hubert of Cornerstone Government Affairs showed a PowerPoint slide (that also is on the 
CLP portion of the APLU website) that show some suiof the history and upcoming time of the CLP. 
He indicated that the CLP was formerly called the Farm Bill Committee but that was not to say that 
other issues/topics of concern did not come before that group.  
 
Hubert stated that all of the preparation and work of the CLP on the 2023 Farm Bill should be com-
pleted prior to the start of 2023 Farm Bill consideration by Congress. Most of the programs in the 
Farm Bill either expire in a Fiscal Year (October 1- September 30) or in a calendar year (January 1 – 
December 31). For the programs that expire in a Fiscal Year, the drop-dead date for reauthorization 
will be September 30, 2023. The CLP will conduct a survey of the BAA (and related boards) mem-
bership to ascertain their priorities, and then the CLP will come together to develop the package of 
priorities that will be taken to Congress. 
 

mailto:%09https://www.aplu.org/members/commissions/food-environment-and-renewable-resources/board-on-agriculture-assembly/policy-board-of-directors/committee-on-legislation-and-policy/cga_update_may_2020.pdf
mailto:https://www.aplu.org/members/commissions/food-environment-and-renewable-resources/board-on-agriculture-assembly/policy-board-of-directors/committee-on-legislation-and-policy/index.html
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In his concluding remarks, Hubert indicated that the 2023 Farm Bill reauthorization process would 
be an interesting one since the process would begin during the Second Session of one Congress and 
probably be finalized in the First Session of another Congress. 
 
Early Issues and Thoughts from the CLP 
 
The following comments were captured as part of the general discussion (verbally and from the 
Zoom chat) – 
 

• A. Richard Bonnano – the BAA currently has a $380-million proposal out on the street now 
and this is “budget dust” but does not seem to be getting any traction while Congress is 
throwing around trillions of dollars; he is confused as to why the land-grant university system 
does not seem to have any luck in securing more funding for the capacity dollars that allow 
the system to be both quick acting and resilient. 
 

• Doug Steele – the land-grant university system has not been noted for being nimble or to 
speak with one voice; some individuals want to create a new structure to deal with issues 
when such a structure already exists; we already have a national network – the land-grant 
university system; this network needs to identify the resources it needs and demonstrate the 
differences (both short- and long-term) that these resources will make; and, Extension needs 
to look beyond COVID-19. 
 

• J. Ernest Minton – he is still thinking in terms of the Farm Bill and the extent/ways to 
which we can turn things into a systemwide effort. 
 

• Vernie Hubert – there are two dynamics with which the CLP will have to deal – policy and 
political. In any program constructed by the land-grant university community, we will have 
to address capacity versus competitive. The land-grant university community still must do a 
lot of education about capacity programs. 

• Caron Gala – data and information are  key parts of building a justification for a request. We 
need to consider how this fits into any advocacy process prior to building our talking points.  
Talking points are excellent tools for bringing people together on the same page. We have 
this type of information hashed out and well-shaped.  
 

• Jeff Jacobsen – there are other titles in the Farm Bill on which we do not spend any time and 
we are missing out; the CLP needs to be more forceful in dealing with the other Farm Bill 
titles and we should survey all of the Farm Bill’s titles and see where we might fit. We need 
to provide Cornerstone Government Affairs with concrete proposals at the programmatic 
level. The CLP needs to develop a process to identify these programmatic areas in other 
Farm Bill titles and this needs to be done early in the process 
 

• Jo Britt-Rankin – some of the titles outside of the Research title of interest to the Human 
Sciences community include such areas as:  nutrition; 4-H and youth development; farmer’s 
health (mental and physical); and, textiles and fiber. 
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• Marshall Stewart – the CLP needs to be proactive and not just reacting. We might want to 
go ask some Hill staff to find out what we could be doing differently to be more successful 
and we need to leverage the land-grant university system. 
 

• Tony Brannon – just wanted to express our appreciation for allowing the Non-Land-Grant 
Universities and NARRU to participate in this CLP process. We appreciate Vernie and others 
helping us include the NLGCA Capacity Building Capacity Building Grants in the Farm Bill.  
In the last Farm Bill, we were able to clarify some language that made our appropriation 
clearer. This authorization and appropriation have become VERY important to the Non-
Land-Grant Agriculture Programs who many times are left out of other USDA funding op-
portunities. We got it in...Let's keep it in! 
 

Next Steps 
 
Chairman Stewart outlined the next steps for the CLP as follows: 
 

• Chairman Stewart and Eddie Gouge will send out the draft minutes of the Zoom meeting 
within the next seven to ten days and ask the CLP to review them for comment; CLP 
members should include items that they would like to discuss for inclusion on the next 
meeting’s agenda. 
 

• the Chairman would like to hold the next CLP Zoom meting in July/August timeframe and 
possibly another Zoom meeting in the early Fall prior to the APLU Annual Meeting. 
 

• CLP members should bring forth items in the implementation of the current Farm Bill that 
might need attention – this request will be made repeatedly throughout the process. 

 
Adjournment 
 
Chairman Stewart adjourned the CLP meeting at 5:01 p.m. (EDT). 


