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• Executive Committee Meeting was called to order by Alan Grant (Vtech), Chair, at 1:12 
pm 

• Attendees:  
Alan Grant (VA), Greg Bohach (MS), Craig Beyrouty (MD), Ken White (UT), Tom Coon 
(OK), Orlando McMeans (VA), Doug Steele (APLU-designate), Ian Maw (APLU), Mike 
Harrington (WAAESD). 

• AHS Agenda and minutes of the March 6, 2018 were both reviewed and approved. 
 
Agenda Items: 
 

• APLU – Vice President for Food, Agriculture & Natural Resources Update – Ian Maw 
After an extensive search process, with an excellent and diverse pool of candidates, and 
following a thorough evaluation process the Policy Board approved the 
recommendation of the Search Committee.  It was announced that Doug Steele will 
assume this position January 1, 2019.   
Doug expressed praise for the search process, grateful to be selected and looks forward 
to the opportunities ahead. The AHS Executive Committee members enthusiastically 
welcomed Doug to this new assignment. 
 

• New Proposed Realignment of USDA Budget Categories – Mike Harrington 
This is a very important effort by the membership to provide input designed to facilitate 
future budget efforts. A committee was formed to help lead this effort that included: 
Ernie Minton (Chair, KS), Mike Harrington (WAAESD), Alan Grant (VA), Glenda Humiston 
(CA), Jon Boren (NM), Mark Latimore (GA), Jack Payne (FL), Gary Thompson (PA), Charles 
Hibberd (NE), Tracy Hoover (PA), Ian Maw (APLU), Richard Klemme (APLU), Jim Richards 
(Cornerstone).  Through extensive discussions the committee has a recommendation 
that reduces the current 45 funding lines down to 12.  The discussion focused on 
messaging this information out to the APLU family and constituent groups to help 
explain and develop support.  The AHS Executive Committee was very supportive and 
even discussed to possibility of reducing this further to the six focus lines: 1890 
Extension, McIntyre-Stennis, Evans-Allen, Hatch, Smith-Lever, AFRI.  The consensus was 
to support the efforts of the committee and support moving the proposed 12 lines 
forward. The functional integrity of lines must be maintained as they are combined.  The 
Policy Board has indicated they will forward the recommendations to NIFA and 
legislators.  AHS discussed to possibility of having webinars to help educate and receive 
feedback. 
 



• BAA Policy Board Report – Orlando McMeans 
Last meeting was March 21, 2018 in San Antonio, TX – main focus was on discussions 
about Communications and Marketing Committee (CMC) efforts – several strong 
opinions expressed. Discussed the Farm Bill and SNAP-ED/Extension/ “One-ask”. Would 
like to expand best practices workshops at APLU Annual meeting.  Discussed several 
perspectives about kglobal and where they fit; what’s the expectation? How do we 
measure impacts of what kglobal does? Can we assess whether Appropriation 
Committee members better understand what we do as Public and Land Grant 
Institutions, and can this be reflective of kglobal efforts?  Noted there will be an open 
session during the November APLU meeting to discuss this topic. 
 

• Budget and Advocacy Committee – Tom Coon 
Continued challenges, but better responses from the House of Representatives side.  
Making progress. One-ask continues to be an important message – please continue to 
move this effort forward with strong support. 
 

• Committee on Legislation and Policy – Greg Bohach 
Farm Bill – Both House and Senate versions have passed, now goes to conference to 
work out differences between the two versions. Big issue is SNAP-Ed; House version 
defines eligibility for facilities funding – still have sharp differences that must be 
negotiated. 
 

• Report of BAA Initiatives – Ian Maw 
Antimicrobial Resistance – Received nine proposals, which the selection committee 
narrowed down to two finalists – both were excellent options.  Awarded to Iowa State 
University – this is a maximum of a five-year award with a commitment of $1.5 million 
upfront funding.  Runner-up was University of Minnesota. 
The next initiative will be the Healthy Food Systems/ Healthy People initiative and 
appears to be moving forward appropriately. The Robert Wood Johnson Foundation has 
help facilitate this effort. 
Invasive species might be another effort that moves forward in the future. Two other 
topics were suggested: International trade and Agriculture labor needs. 
 

• CARET Update – Orlando McMeans 
o Encourage more effective CARET interaction with their administrative head 
o Relationships between Extension and NACO 
o Extensive discussion with Cornerstone on how to make this collaborative effort 

move effective. 
 

• Meeting Adjourned by Alan Grant, AHS Chair, 4:17 p.m. 
 
Minutes compiled and submitted by: 
 



K.L. White, Ph.D. 
AHS Secretary  
Utah State University 


