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ABOUT THE LOBO RAINFOREST BUILDING AT 
INNOVATE ABQ 

Innovate ABQ is a highly-connected hub for research 
and innovation. It is a public-private partnership 
between University of New Mexico, Nusenda Credit 
Union, the City of Albuquerque, Bernalillo County, and 
a private development team. The U.S. Department of 
Commerce’s Economic Development Administration 
awarded STC.UNM a $1.5 million grant to purchase the 
$6.5 million, 7-acre site in downtown Albuquerque 
which is now Innovate ABQ. Through a master 
planning process involving the study of multiple sites, 
the location was selected due to its proximity to 
downtown Albuquerque and concentration of 
businesses and amenities, such as restaurants and the Albuquerque Rapid Transit line along 
Central Avenue. The University of New Mexico opened the first building at Innovate ABQ in 
August 2017, the Lobo Rainforest Building. The building is called the Lobo Rainforest because the 
lobo is the mascot of UNM and a human ecosystem is like a rainforest in which human creativity, 
business acumen, scientific discovery, investment capital, and other elements come together in a 
special recipe that nurtures budding ideas so they can grow into flourishing and sustainable 
enterprises.  

The Lobo Rainforest Building is a new six-story, mixed-
use building and includes ground level offices, and 
common area support amenities for use by students 
and public enterprises. Support spaces include a café, 
fitness facility, housing offices, and an elevated second-
level exterior deck overlooking the south facing 
courtyard. Floors two through six provide 310 beds of 
student housing for those acquiring skills related to the 
entrepreneurial programs of the tenants. The existing 
property and land were vacant for many years. The new 
development creates vibrant activities to reactivate the 
area while supporting the local economy through the 
creation of new business startups. 

INTERACTIVE AND COLLABORATIVE SPACE 

The first floor of the Lobo Rainforest Building is home 
to STC.UNM, UNM’s technology transfer and economic 
development office; the Cecchi Venture Lab, STC’s 
incubator; the UNM Innovation Academy, UNM’s 

Figure 1: Lobo Rainforest Room 

Figure 2: Rules of the Rainforest 

https://innovateabq.com/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RnkyhvmpN2Y
http://loborainforest.com/rainforest-ecosystem/
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entrepreneurial program; the Air Force Research Laboratory - New Mexico; and Sandia National 
Laboratories tech engagement offices. The first physical presence in Albuquerque for San Diego-
based General Atomics, a global engineering firm and defense contractor, is also located in the 
building. About 10 start-up companies are located in the VentureLab as well. Everything is co-
located on the ground floor so that there are more opportunities to meet and work with inventors, 
mentors, business advisors, and experienced entrepreneurs from collaborative programs such as 
Innovate New Mexico. Floors 2-6 feature downtown apartment living for UNM Students. Other 
incubators with more programs and events are within walking distance of the building, including 
Fat Pipe ABQ, ABQid, the Verge Fund, and CNM STEMulus Center’s IGNITE.  

The co-location of all the organizations and 
programs in one place is generating interaction and 
collaboration.  One example of this interaction 
occurred when participants in a New Mexico 
Biotechnology Association meeting happened upon 
an Innovation Academy Internship Fair being held 
to introduce visiting entrepreneurs to students 
seeking internships. Some of the biotech executives 
interacted with students and discovered interns to 
hire. Another example happened when the Air Force 
Research Lab organized the first-of-its-kind STEM 
event in Albuquerque for kids interested in the 
sciences (Figure 3). It was planned to help introduce 
young boys and girls to the fields of science, 
technology, engineering, and math. Thousands of 
people came and were treated to robots, science 
experiments, and fun at the Super STEM Saturday event. 

CO-WORKING AT THE LOBO RAINFOREST 

STC.UNM also opened its first co-working space at the Lobo Rainforest through Joseph L. Cecchi 
VentureLab (CVL). It has attracted new and forming companies, including a high school student 
who successfully launched his own business and needed a space to work.  The co-working space 
provides shared office facilities, business services, mentoring, and advice. The CVL continually 
communicates with existing incubators to find appropriate enterprises to work with these 
facilities. The CVL at the Lobo Rainforest provides a connection point for university researchers, 
inventors, faculty, staff, students, entrepreneurs, venture capital firms, and small technology 
companies in various stages of development. Under this program, STC student interns provide 
support to the participating start-up companies. More than 100 UNM students have been a part of 
STC’s student intern program, with at least 20 students now with careers or businesses in the 
entrepreneurial ecosystem in New Mexico. These are students from across campus who are 
interested in learning about the science, business, and legal components of technology 
commercialization and economic development. The Lobo Rainforest is also home to UNM’s 

Figure 3: Super STEM Saturday Event 

http://www.innovatenewmexico.com/
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National Science Foundation I-Corps site which launched in 2017. I-Corps Site participants get 
complementary access to the VentureLab during their program. 20 teams have participated, and 5 
new companies have launched out of the program.  

Several other events are held at the building for faculty, staff, students, and the business 
community to encourage the commercialization of UNM research and start-ups based on non-
research related ideas. Seminar topics range from disclosing new technology to protecting 
intellectual property and learning about entrepreneurship and other business resources. 
Additionally, monthly SCORE office hours for entrepreneurs, weekly Public Speaking Coaching 
hours, and writing coach office hours are amenities available in the collaborative space of the 
building.  Most resources and events at the building are open to the community.  

Overall, the Lobo Rainforest Building has created a place for collaboration and partnerships. This 
highlights just a few examples from the interactions with the national laboratories to community 
events to support family and K-12 students.  

https://www.abqjournal.com/1075309/dream-to-reality-lobo-rainforest-building-bustling.html
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ABOUT APLU 

The Association of Public and Land-grant Universities (APLU) is North America’s oldest higher 
education association. APLU is a research, policy, and advocacy organization dedicated to 
strengthening and advancing the work of public universities in the U.S., Canada, and Mexico. The 
association's membership consists of public research universities, land-grant institutions, state 
university systems, and affiliated organizations.  

APLU's mission is to: expand access and improve student success to deliver the innovative 
workforce of tomorrow; advance and promote research and discovery to improve society, foster 
economic growth, and address global challenges; and build healthy, prosperous, equitable, and 
vibrant communities locally and globally.  

Based in Washington, DC, the association's work is furthered by an active and effective advocacy 
arm that works with Congress and the administration as well as the media to advance federal 
policies that strengthen public universities and benefit the students they serve. 

 

ABOUT THE IEP UNIVERSITIES PROGRAM 

APLU and its Commission on Economic and Community Engagement (CECE) 
established the Innovation and Economic Prosperity (IEP) Universities Program to help higher 
education institutions codify, elevate, and advance their campus enterprise supporting economic 
and community development.  

The IEP designation program recognizes institutions that have demonstrated a meaningful, 
ongoing and substantial commitment to economic and community development, growth, and 
economic opportunity.  

The IEP awards program recognize exemplary and innovative projects in university-based 
economic and community engagement: 

 

• Talent and workforce development 

• Innovation, entrepreneurship, and tech-based economic development 

• Place development through public service, outreach, and community engagement 

 

Learn more at: www.APLU.org/IEP 

https://www.aplu.org/members/commissions/economic-and-community-engagement/index.html
http://www.aplu.org/IEP

